Relative frequency and survival results of cancer seen at a county hospital.
The relative frequency of cancer cases (percentage of total malignancies) admitted to Los Angeles County-University of Southern California (LAC-USC) Medical Center from 1942 to 1974 was studied (basal cell and epidermoid carcinoma of the skin were excluded). Among cancers of the digestive system, the relative frequency of cancer of the stomach has definitely declined from a high of 9.5% before 1946 to a low of 2% in 1972. Carcinoma of the colorectum has shown a downward trend in the last decade. Among cancers of the respiratory system, cancer of the lung continues its steady increase from a relative frequency of 7% before 1946 to a high of 20% in 1974. The percentages of malignant lesions of the female organs (breast, uterine body, ovaries) have stayed relatively constant. Cancers of the central nervous system and malignancy of unknown primary site showed an increasing trend over the last 15 years. The 8 most common cancers according to their relative frequency at Los Angeles County Hospital in 1974 are: colon (10%), rectum (5%), breast (15%), lung (13%), prostate (7%), cervix uteri (6%), stomach (3%), and pancreas (3%). In general, survival results of patients in the California Tumor Registry are comparable with those reported in the national study, and survival rates of patients seen at the Los Angeles County Hospital are lower. But 5 year survival rates have improved by more than 3 percentage points for patients with all stages of cancer of the colon, breast, prostate, and cervix uteri diagnosed at the Los Angeles County Hospital in recent years.